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ROBECO WARNS MORE URGENT ACTION IS REQUIRED TO REDUCE PLASTIC 

POLLUTION AS UK GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCES BAN ON SINGLE USE PLASTIC 
 

London, 23 May 2019 – Carola van Lamoen, Head of Active Ownership at Robeco welcomes yesterday’s 

announcement of the UK government introducing new controls on single use plastic items in 2020, as it confirms a 

ban on plastic straws, stirrers and cotton buds. There are over 150 million tonnes of plastic in the world’s oceans 

and every year one million birds and over 100,000 sea mammals die from eating and getting tangled in plastic 

waste. 

 

Single use plastic is one of Robeco’s four engagement themes, targeting food and beverage producers, alongside 

plastic manufacturers themselves. Robeco aims to get companies to move towards a circular economy model, 

focusing on plastic recycling, plastic harmonisation and innovation management. 

 

Whilst the government’s ban on straws, stirrers and cotton buds shows progress in reducing plastic waste, Robeco 

argues more urgent action must be taken. Alongside community interest company City to Sea, Robeco actively 

supports its Refill initiative which aims to make refilling reusable bottles easy, convenient and cheap by introducing 

refilling stations on as many locations as possible. The campaign now has over 14,000 sites listed in the Refill app 

which has been downloaded over 80,000 times. 

 

Carola Van Lamoen, Head of Active Ownership at Robeco: “Our engagement research shows that regulation is 

an important factor to reduce the impact of single use plastics. Therefore we support the UK ban announced today 

and are pleased that the EU has ratified the Single Use Plastic Directive in March 2019. Setting minimum targets 

for post-consumer recycled content is crucial for creating end-markets that create favorable economics for 

investment in recycling infrastructure. With our engagement we expect companies to innovate packaging, increase 

recyclability and collaborate with other companies to collectively reduce the impact of disposal of plastic 

packaging.” 

 

Robeco’s strong track record in the engagement arena sets them in good stead to mitigate plastic pollution. Robeco 

led the investor engagement activities on behalf of Climate Action 100, resulting in Shell setting short-term targets 

for cutting carbon emissions and linking executive pay to meeting these objectives for the first time. 
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About Robeco 

Robeco is a pure play international asset manager founded in 1929. It currently has 15 offices worldwide and is headquartered in Rotterdam, the Netherlands. 

Through its unique integration of fundamental, sustainable and quantitative research, Robeco is able to offer both institutional and private investors an extensive 

selection of active investment strategies, covering a broad range of asset classes. As at 31 March 2019, Robeco had EUR 179 billion in assets under management, 

73% of which were institutional. Robeco is a subsidiary of ORIX Corporation Europe N.V. which had assets under management of EUR 294.5 billion as at 31 March 

2019. More information is available at www.robeco.com. 


